HOW THE  MONARCHY PERISHED

priests; for the country must be terrified. *A crowd of people sunk in debt
and crime* were hired for this task; they were paid six francs a day
plus what wine they wanted. On September 2nd the Commune, under
threat from the Assembly, frightened at the advance of the emigres and
Prussians, started the performance; killing went on in all the prisons.
Who judged? Whoever called himself a judge. Who carried out the
sentences? Whoever liked blood. The September massacres were an
outbreak of collective sadism; they were the work not of the people of
Paris but of a handful of murderers. More than twelve hundred prisoners
died amid scenes of horror and depravity; among them was the Princess
de Lamballe, friend of Marie Antoinette. The Assembly, feeling the knife
at its throat, dared not intervene; the Commune approved; public opinion
remained curiously indifferent and cynical. 'The murders continue*,
wrote Gouverneur Morris; *the weather is pleasant.' Dan ton, who could
have put a stop to this butchery, let it go on, talked of necessary justice;
only a few months would suffice to make him sadly repentant. Eds
excuse was the pressure of those days: half Europe was marching against
France; many officers were deserting; Paris, prey to siege fever, was
athirst for terror.

Brunswick, having captured Longwy and Verdun, marched on the
capital through the narrow valleys of the Argonne. But he ran into
Dumouriez and Kellermann, and above all clashed at Valrny (September
2Oth, 1792) with the artillery of the old French army, the best in Europe.
Kellermann's infantry held firm and, almost without a fight, Brunswick
withdrew. In this brief burst of cannon fire the fate of France and of
Europe had been settled. The invaders began a general retreat; the French
Revolution had for the first time revealed its military strength; Goethe,
who was present at Valmy, said that a new era was beginning. With
Alsace as his point of departure, Custine penetrated into Germany as far
as Mainz and Frankfort, while in the north Dumouriez also made ready
to take the offensive. With surprise the Austrians and Germans watched
these new French armies, mobile and fast moving because they lacked
everything and lived on the country by requisitioning instead of carrying
with them their own supplies. The new ideas followed the flag: the
population of the Rhineland woke to the notion of freedom. 'Unite
yourselves to France*, said the scientist Georg Forster, 'a nation of twenty-
five million men powerful enough to upset thrones like houses of cards. ..
Awaken from your slumber! Take courage and become free Germans,
friends and brothers of the French!' Yet on the very day of Valmy, the
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